MACROPUS GIGANTEUS 


DIM OM loli pb 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Dentes primores fuperiores 6, emarginati. 
Inferiores 2, validiffimi, acuminati, antror- 
fum porreéti. 

Molares utrinque 4? remoti. 
Pedes antici breviffimi ; pofüci longiffuni. 


Folliculus abdominalis. (Foeminzz) 
Ge 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Cc. 


MACROPUS cauda fenfim attenuata. 
Gas: 


YERBOA GIGANTEA. 


Zimmerman. 520. 


KANGUROO OPOSSUM. 
Pennant. Hifl. Quadr. p. 306. 
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Inter quadrupedes anomalum omnino ct fingulare 
eft animal Kanguroo dictum. Genus a Pennantio dif- 
ponitur nomine Didelphis feu Opoffum, cui lane maxi- 
me eft afine. Affine tamen cft ct Murini gencris cer- 
tis fpeciebus, quas defcribit Linnzus, quibus pedes 


pofteriores infolite funt longitudinis, pedefque anteri- 


ores infolitas brevitatis. Inter illas cft fpecies valde 


communiter Jerboz nominata, que a Lix- 


fingularis, 
O 2 NEO 


Nato Mus Jaculus dicta eft, cui geftus fitufque corpo- 
ris funt avi fimiles, pedibus utpote poftcrioribus tan- 
tum infiftenti, anterioribus non nifi inter edendum, €t 
terram pro cubili fcalpendum utenti. Differt in hoc 
Kanguroo a Ferboa, quod dum pedibus tantum pofteri- 
oribus quiefcit, metatarfum ? adco productum habet ut 
primo intuitu tota velut tibia videatur terra inniti : at 
Ferboa pedibus folis nititur. Kanguroo foemina fac- 
culum habct in abdomine, ut ct vulgaris feu magna 
Didelphis. Utrique maxille infunt quatuor? dentes 
molares, ab aliis dentibus remoti. Maxillæ fuperiori 
infunt fex dentes incifores, validi, lati, paulum bifidi, 
fcu medio leviter excifo. (cmarginati.) In fronte max- 
illa. inferioris funt dentes duo prominentes, maximi, 
validiffimi, acutiflimi. Pedes anteriores in quinquc 
digitos longos divifi funt, unguibus acutis munitos. 
Pedum autem pofteriorum forma eft valde fingularis ; 
Primo intuitu tridactyli apparent, digitis nempc tri- 
bus inftru&i. Digitus medius validiffimus, maximus, 
ungue itidem maximo ct validiffimo armatus. Digiti 
laterales utrinque minores funt, unguibus proportiona- 
ris; quorum interior, fi prope confpicitur, duplex Vi- 
detur, five ex unguibus duobus valde vicinis conftans. 
Pedes itaque pofteriores revera funt tetradadtyli, feu 
digitis quatuor inftructi. Hæc obfervatio (que, ut vi- 
detur primos fpedtatores effugit,) certe eft accurata ; 
poffit etiam effe utilis; affinitatem enim maximam de- 
monítrat inter hanc fpeciem et aliam a pictore Le Brun 
nomine Philandri defcriptam, in qua unguis interior 
duplex plane confpicitur. In alia quoque Kanguroo 
ipecie Novam Hollandiam cum Kanguroo magno inco- 

lente 


lente, eadem obfervatur pedis ftructura. In fuo gene- 
re Kanguroo eft fpecies facile maxima; utpote ovi adul- 
te magnitudine par. Caput collumque, cum parte 
corporis fuperiore gracilia funt; corporis autem pars 
pofterior permagna eft et carnofa. Infolite eft agili- 
tatis, faltibus altis adeo et longis progrediens, ut canes 
Graii dicti facile ab illo in curfu fuperentur. 

Novam Hollandiam incolit Kanguroo, ibi frequenter 
confpectus. Victum prabet non infalubrem. Vege- 
tabilibus folis vefcitur. 


4t jet JE 
GREAT KANGUROO. 
I IE EEE EEE EEE EEO 
GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Six Cutting Teeth in the upper jaw, {lightly emar- 
ginated. 

Two very ftrong, fharpened Yeerh in the lower 
jaw, pointing forwards. 

Grinders on each fide 4? diftant from the other 
teeth. 

An Abdominal Pouch. (in the female.) 

G. 5, 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, Se. 


KANGUROO, with the tail gradually attenua- 


ted. 
Ges. 


KANGUROO OPUSSUM. 
Pennant. Hifl. Quadr. p. 306. 


KANGUROO. 
Cook's Voyage. 3. P. 577- 


The Kanguroo is a very anomalous and extraordina- 
ry quadruped. The genus to which it bears the great- 
eft affinity, is that of Didelphis or Opoffum, in which 

genus 


; 
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genus it is placed by Mr. Pennanr ; but it has alfo fome 
affinity with thofe fpecies of the Linnzan genus Mus, 
which are furnifhed with hind legs of a very remark- 
able length, and forc-legs as remarkably fhort. One 
of the moft fingular of thefe is the creature called the 
Jerboa, which is the Mus Jaculus of Linnwus; an 
animal which has the general actions and attitudes of 
a bird; ftanding on its hind legs, and making ufe of 
the fore-legs only in feeding and in fcratching or bur- 
rowing in the ground. 

The Kanguroo, like the Jerboa, refts only on its 
hind legs, but the whole metatarfus ? having the appear- 
ance of the tibia, refts on the ground, whereas the 
Jerboa more frequently feems to ftand on the feet alone. 
The female Kanguroo is furnifhed with a ventral 
pouch, in the fame manner as the large or common 
Opoffum. In each jaw there are 4? grinding teeth, 
or dentes molares; thefe are fituated backwards, at a 
diftance from the front-teeth. Of thefe, cz. the front 
or cutting teeth, (incifores,) there are 6 in the upper 
jaw, of a broad fhape, and appear as if approaching 
to a bifid figure, or with a part cut our from the mid- 
dle edge (emarginated). In the front of the lower Tou 
are two extremely large, fharp, and ftrong teeth, which 
incline forward. The fore feet are divided into five 
longifh toes, with fharp claws; but the ftructure of 
the hind feet is extremely remarkable. At firft view, 
the foot feems to be tridactylous, or to confift of three 
toes; the middle toe is moft uncommonly ftrong 
large, and furnished with a claw of proportiona 


the fide toes are much {maller, and the 


nacnitude ; 
E l claw 


claw of the interior one, if clofely examined, will be 
found to be double, or to confift of two claws very clofe 
to each other; fo that in reality, the hind feet are 
tetradactylous, or have four claws. This particular, 
(which feems to have efcaped the firft obfervers) is both 
curious and important, as it feems to fhew how very 
nearly this animal is allied to another anomalous fpe- 
cies of quadruped, which has long ago been defcribed 
by Le Brun, the painter, under the name of the Phi- 
lander, in which the fame particularity (viz. the double 
inner claw) takes place; as likewife in a {mall fpecies 
of Kanguroo, which, like the large fpecies here figured, 
inhabits New Holland. 

The tail of the Kanguroo is very long, and gradually 
tapers to the end. 

The Kanguroo is by far the largeft animal of its 
genus; being as large as full-grown fheep. Its head 
and neck, and whole upper parts are very flim and de- 
licate ; while the lower part of the body is very large 
and mufcular. It is a creature of furprifing agility, 
' and fprings forwards, by leaping to fo uncommon a 
height, and to fo great a diftance, as to outftrip the 
flecteft purfuit; the fwifteft greyhound being eafıly 
and foon diftanced by this wonderful quadruped. 

It is a native of New Holland, where it is found in 
plenty, and is efteemed a ufeful article of food. 


